
   

  

 

 
 
 
 
Expanded eligibility criteria for COVID oral antiviral Treatments from 11 July 2022 

The new eligibility includes updated age limits and risk factors summarised below. 

Older Australians and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, who test positive for 
COVID-19. 

• 70 years or older 

• 50 years or older with 2 risk factors 

• Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, 30 years or older and with 2 risk factors. 

Risk factors include: 

• living in residential aged care 

• living with disability with multiple conditions and/or frailty (but not limited to living in supported 
accommodation) 

• neurological conditions like stroke or dementia and demyelinating conditions e.g. multiple 
sclerosis, Guillain-Barre Syndrome 

• chronic respiratory conditions including COPD, moderate or severe asthma 

• obesity or diabetes (type I or II requiring medication) 

• congestive heart failure, coronary artery disease, cardiomyopathies 

• kidney failure or cirrhosis 

• living remotely with reduced access to higher level healthcare. 

People aged 18 years and older who are moderately to severely immunocompromised and test 
positive for COVID-19. 

Conditions include: 

• blood cancer or some red blood cell disorders (thalassemia, sickle cell disease) 

• transplant recipient 

• primary or acquired (HIV) immunodeficiency 

• chemotherapy or whole-body radiotherapy in the last 3 months 

• high dose corticosteroids or pulse corticosteroid therapy in the last 3 months 

• immunosuppressive treatments in the last 3 months 

• rituximab in the last 12 months 

• cerebral palsy or down syndrome 

• congenital heart disease 

• living with disability with multiple conditions and/or frailty 

Additional information can be found in the following link: PBAC Outcome Statement 

https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/industry/listing/elements/pbac-meetings/pbac-outcomes/recommendations-made-out-of-session-by-the-pbac-between-meet#_blank

